A small collection of press covering the work of
Karen Hellyer, Arts Techology Educator

New technology is common, new thinking is rare. - Sir Peter Blake
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Modem
Speed Limits

This is approximately how long it takes to
transfer a picture of these sizes at these modem
speeds. A Mosaic graphic is typically 100KB.
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Using the Fast Lane

2400bps  16.6 minutes 5.53 minutes
9600bps  4.17 minutes 1.39 minutes
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By KATIE SCHREPFER

URBANA — When she started
her project for a graduate level
course in curriculum and
instruction, Karen Hellyer never
thought she eventually would be
receiving compliments from
around the world.

Hellyer’s project was Art-
Space, the first on-line gallery of
artwork by high school students.
The University High School art
teacher first opened ArtSpace in
March 1994. Together with
Usama Hajj, a senior at Uni, Art-
Space was revised and
relaunched earlier this month.

ArtSpace now features more
than 200 pieces by current and
former Uni students who have
taken art classes at the school.

Hajj, who taught himself
HTML (Hyper Text Markup Lan-
guage) in 1993, began revising
the space at the end of the last
school year. He said he changed
the entire look, trying to make
it flow better and retouching the
“old stuff.”

Hajj designed all the logos
himself, incorporating different
colors and fonts into the page. Another
main focus was keeping the page sim-
ple. He wanted it to be simple as possi-
ble so people could view it from home
without having to have too much “fan-
cy equipment.”

One important thing Hellyer includ-
ed is a section for updated assign-
ments. She did that so other art
teachers and institutions who visit the
site may get ideas for assignments.
Other sections cover media categories.
For example, slides of sculptures
which have been scanned-in would be
under the listing “objects.” Another
section features about 50 self-por-
traits.

Although the new version of Art-
Space is a “lot better,” according to

Hajj, several people didn’t see any-

thing wrong with the old version.
The SEABA Journal, a publication

by CalTIP, a joint project of Far

West Laboratory School

and the Santa Clara County

Office of Education, fea-

tured a full-color article

about ArtSpace. The publi-

cation is distributed to about

45,000 elementary and sec- lick @
ondary teachers. To see it 01:2 il. ;’Urbanai" g}o-
But that’s not all the public- ?UHSN‘ JIr'n-‘annar‘t&nf .h

ity the page has received.

After surfing the Internet,

Mika Hamalainen, a teacher at

the University of Arts and

Design in Helsinki, Finland, e-mailed
Hellyer, asking permission to down-

High School.

load images from ArtSpace.
Though revising ArtSpace required

fun,” Hellyer said.
Katie Schrepfer is a sophomore at University

News-Gazette photo by Robin Scholz
University High School art teacher Karen Hellyer, left, and senior Usama Hajj with the
before and after programs for Artspace. Hajj designed the latter version.

a lot of work,
Hajj and
Hellyer are
proud of what
they accom-
plished
together, and
they have
enjoyed
doing it.
“It’s just
been a heck
of a lot of

The Champaign/Urbana News-Gazette, Spring of 1997
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Karen Hellyer gets ready for another day of work in the trying climes of California, where she taught a
summer workshop for students interested in designing Web pages to display their stories and artwork.

Hellyer shares computer skills
at San Fran Digital Media Center

by Erin Trouth
- Gargoyle Staff Reporter

Uni art teacher Karen Hellyer spent
five weeks in California this summer
teaching a workshop on computer de-
sign to middle- and high-school stu-
dents at the San Francisco Digital Me-
dia Center.

The purpose of Hellyer’s work-
shop was to teach teenagers how to
design and create a Web page for
stories they wrote.

One group met in the morning
and wrote stories for the Web site.
For example, one boy designed a
story with bookmarks depicting
various people and things important
to his life, Hellyer said. When the
bookmarks were clicked, the book
would open to a section of the story
about the highlighted items. The
group had several teachers other
than Hellyer, so all the students got
lots of personalized help with their
stories.

The other group of students was in

an eight-week course and had been
meeting for three weeks before Hellyer
arrived. When Hellyer arrived in early
July, the group had already learned the

basics of Web page design, so she |

helped the students plan what they
wanted the page to look like. She also
helped them design the site. The stu-
dents, she said, “did the artwork them-
selves. I did a little, but mostly it was
theirs. And it all looks really cool.”

According to Hellyer, the stories on
their Web page are also really neat. She
encourages Uni students to visit the site.
Anyone who visits can also contribute
stories to the story vault.

The address of the site is: http://
www.well.com/user/sfdmc/Storyplace/
vault.html.

Except for some minor details, the
page is up and running. Hellyer plans
on asking English teachers to encour-
age students to submit their stories to
the vault.

Working at SFDMC taught Hellyer
to appreciate the resources we have

here at Uni. The media center had
only one ISDN line for the whole
building, which basically means that
connections to the Internet were very
slow.

There were also.problems with
overburdened computers freezing up.
According to Hellyer, “These are
problems that a lot of people have to
deal with, but coming from here, it
was very trying.”

Nevertheless, Hellyer said she really
enjoyed her five weeks at SFDMC.
Since she was living in the same place
as she was working, it was a very in-
tense experience. When she got up in
the morning, she was immediately at
work. By the end of the five weeks,
she said she wished for a room with
more privacy.

Now that she's back home, she plans
to try creative storytelling techniques in
her classes similar to those she learned
at the workshop. "Everyone has a story
to tell," she said. "With places like the
story vault, people can share them.”



